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adaptation: A South-North comparison

   
   
   
Abstract:

Climate change and disasters pose a serious risk to sustainable development. In the South, local coping
strategies are an important element of adaptation to climate and disaster risk. Such strategies have
emerged because of the limited assistance provided by urban actors and associated social security and
governance systems. In the North, in contrast, local coping strategies are comparatively poorly developed.
However, the extent of the changing climatic conditions is also reducing the capacity of Northern institutions
to deal with climatic extremes and variability, which emphasises the need for more local-level engagement
in the North. This paper analyses the differences in local and institutional responses to climate change and
disasters in a Southern and a Northern city (San Salvador, El Salvador, and Manchester, United Kingdom,
respectively), and highlights how the lessons learned might be translated into an improved distributed
governance system; that is, an 'integrated engagement model', where local and institutionalised responses
support rather than hinder each other, as is currently the case.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-7717.2011.01248.x   

Resource Description

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security, Glacier/Snow Melt, Human
Conflict/Displacement, Sea Level Rise, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones, Landslides, Wildfires

Food/Water Security: Food Access/Distribution

Temperature: Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography
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resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease, Injury

Infectious Disease: Vectorborne Disease

Vectorborne Disease: General Vectorborne

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Other Vulnerable Population: Slum dwellers

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Research Article

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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